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       Barbara Held is a classically trained flutist, composer and sound artist, who lives in 

Barcelona, Spain. She has collaborated with visual artists Yapci Ramos, Paloma 
Navares, Francesç Abat, Pere Noguera, Eugenia Balcells and Francesca Llopis; film and 
video artists Adolf Alcañiz, Toni Serra and Jordi Cadena; live video artists Nancy Meli 
Walker and Benton Bainbridge; composers and sound/media artists Yasunao Tone, Jin 
Hi Kim, Robert Ashley, Phill Niblock, Alex Waterman, Nils Vigeland, Carles Santos, 
David Behrman and Alvin Lucier among many others. A CD rom made with video artist 
Adolf Alcañiz and writers Ester Xargay and Carles Hac Mor, “Paraparèmies; 
Desplaçaments; Cosificacions”, was given the first prize for multimedia art by the 
1999 Concurso de Creacion Audiovisual, Navarra, Spain, and the CD rom version of 
“The Well”, a piece by Barbara Held and Adolf Alcañiz for flute and live video was 
awarded a mention at the Concours International de Musique et d'Art Sonore 
Electroacoustique de Bourges 2000.  An installation version of a project about 
mysticism and music based on the work of musicologist Marius Schneider, “Singing 
Stones”, presented in Girona, Spain in collaboration with musicians Matt Davis, Angel 
Pereira and Anne Wellmer, visual artist Pere Noguera, writer Pilar Parcerisas, and 
video artist Adolf Alcañiz, was the first in a series of pieces exploring the relationship 
between light and sound, svar/svara. The almost identical Sanskrit words for light 
and sound, a play on words in the tradition of sound relationships in the ancient 
tradition of India, refers to ways in which the two kinds of fundamentally creative 
energies are linked in ways beyond language. An installation/performance presented 
at ColdCreation Gallery in Barcelona and the Observatori festival in Valencia uses 
interactive animations by Jelena Vico and meteor tracking data from an ongoing 
research project by María Paz García.  Held was one of a group of artists working with 
access to electron microscope imagery in MICROCÒSMICS, a project curated by Joan 
Fontcuberta at Metronom, Barcelona, and she was one of 17 sound artists to 
participate in Ron Kuivila’s installation “Rock’s Role (After Ryoanji)” 2004 at Art in 
General gallery in New York City.   Her CD of new music for solo flute “Upper Air 
Observation” is edited by Lovely Music, Ltd., New York City.  A recent video work by 
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and Subira were also commissioned to curate an exhibition called “Possibility of 
Action; the life of the score” for the Documentation Center and Archive of the 
Barcelona MACBA museum of contemporary art during the 2008-09 season. She 
recently performed with the 15 channel sound system at Issue Project Room in NYC in 
the Floating Points Festival and in the Barcelona Ciclo HUM with David Behrman 
and Francesca Llopis.   
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